First Announcement

International Seminar

Franco-Belarusian experience feedback on the CORE Program (Cooperation for rehabilitation of living conditions in Chernobyl-affected territories)

Achievements of the CORE programme and challenges for the future

Under the aegis of

the Embassy of France in Belarus and the Chernobyl Department of the Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus

Gomel, Belarus, 5th & 6th October 2010

The CORE programme (Cooperation for Rehabilitation) in the Republic of Belarus aimed to explore the feasibility for a new participatory approach for a sustainable rehabilitation of living conditions in the territories affected by the radioactive contamination of the Chernobyl accident. It was implemented for 5 years (2004-2008) in four districts of Belarus (Bragin, Chechersk, Slavgorod and Stolyn) through a partnership involving local stakeholders (local people, associations, professionals, local authorities), regional and national actors (regional and national authorities, technical institutes) and international actors (associations, public authorities of European countries, European Commission, UNDP, technical and scientific organisations, etc.).

The rehabilitation activities of the CORE program covered four complementary areas: radiological quality, health, local development, education and memory. A system of participatory governance of the programme was established to promote cooperation between the national and international participants with local and regional actors to support the development of territory-based projects of rehabilitation.

The program was completed in late 2008. About hundred different projects have been implemented in the districts demonstrating the possibility of a new strategic approach to rehabilitation involving the population in a long term perspective. An exceptional collection of experiences and practices (at the international level) concerning sustainable rehabilitation of living conditions in areas affected by radioactive contamination is now available.

Beyond the direct benefits provided by these projects to local actors who have been directly involved in their implementation, a work of experience feedback on the CORE program entitled  ”COREX project” was carried out in a French-Belarusian framework. This project, based on a participatory methodology, aimed to assess and to draw the lessons from the practices developed in the framework of the CORE programme.

This feedback experience analysis was initiated not only to fuel reflections on the management of existing situations of contamination (in Belarus, Russia and Ukraine but also in European countries like Norway), but also to support the development of procedures for preparing to possible radiological events in countries concerned by a possible situation of long-lasting post-accident radiological contamination, like the CODIRPA approach in France.

The role of local actors in the experimental approach implemented under the CORE programme is also a subject of experience feedback for reflections initiated on the implementation of the Aarhus Convention (1998). This international convention, which France and Belarus are both signatories, provides for rights to information, participation and justice in the context of decisions affecting the environment. Post-accident management and preparation to nuclear post-accident situations is also a central concern of the European Platform on Preparedness for Nuclear and radiological Emergency Responses and Recovery (NERIS) launched in spring 2010. 
Organisation

The seminar will be held in Gomel, Belarus, on 5th and 6th October 2010. Participants will be asked for a financial contribution to the cost of transport and subsistence. A tour of the contaminated areas and the Chernobyl exclusion zone (Bragin district) with partners of the CORE program will be held on 7th and 8th October 2010 as an option for the participants.

Seminar Secretariat

In Belarus: Belarusian department of  Russian-Belarusian Information on the consequences of the Chernobyl disaster (DB RBIC), subsidiary of the Institute of Radiology of the Ministry of Emergency Situations of the Republic of Belarus

Phone: (+375) 17 291 02 83 – Fax: (+375) 17 291 02 94 – e-mail: info@rbic.by 

In France: Mutadis, 3 rue de la Fidélité, 75010 Paris

Phone: (+33) 1 48 01 88 72 – e-mail: stephane.baude@mutadis.fr 

Preliminary programme 

(Version of 19th May 2010)

Day one – Tuesday, 5th October 2010

Session 1 - Opening

Session 2 – French-Belarusian experience feedback: lessons of the CORE Programme for sustainable rehabilitation of living conditions (outcomes of the COREX project)

1. General overview of the CORE programme

2. Practical radiological culture

a. Radiological quality 

b. Education

3. Health, surveillance and health monitoring

4. Food quality and agricultural development

5. Memory and emerging significance of the accident

6. Coordination of the local, regional, national and international actors of the rehabilitation: post-accident governance

Each session includes a presentation of French-Belarusian experience feedback followed by a discussion involving local, regional, national and international actors from the CORE program and then all participants

Day two – Wednesday, 6th October 2010

Session 3 – Challenges for the rehabilitation of living conditions, 25 years after the Chernobyl accident in the local, regional, national and international contexts

1. Roundtable: What local project with which local, regional, national and international partners? What process and what tools for building this territory-based project?

2. Roundtable: Vulnerability of living conditions in contaminated territories: a challenge for knowledge

3. Roundtable: Managing "grey" products from contaminated territories: What is at stake?  Which standards?

Session 4 – Concluding Roundtable: Outlook for local, regional, national and international cooperation in the next stages of the process of post-accident rehabilitation
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